January 2012
A new year often provides a time to pause, looking back and projecting forward.  While there is much to report, we’ll cover just the high points:

· Last January we were in the U.S. awaiting the approval of our resident visas which allowed us to return to Australia in early February.  We are now legal residents and have begun the process of application for our permanent visa. 

· We appreciate your prayers and encouragement on behalf of Nazarene Theological College.  Principal Dr. Bruce Allder has provided consistent, dedicated leadership, leading the school into a stronger position of solvency and mission.  NTC isn’t alone in this challenge; schools are experiencing days of great testing in nearly every world area.  Al and Kitty Jones from Southern California came to give several weeks of prayerful leadership while the Allders were on Long-Service Leave (a government-required leave that was overdue).
· In July, we moved into a home of our own—actually the ANZ Field house provided by World Mission.  We believe this was a gift directly from above.  Having moved to Australia with no furniture and few belongings to furnish a home, we were prepared to scour second hand shops and yard sales.  Instead, we were able to negotiate a price reduction from the previous owner of over 20%, with the contingency that we take all the furnishings as well.  Now, tell me, how often does that happen?   Nearly everything we needed was here and already put away when we moved in.  We just unpacked our suitcases and made ourselves at home.  The house is about midway between the Brisbane and Gold Coast airports and about an hour south of Nazarene Theological College.  We love it here!  Our back yard is a meeting place for various parrots and other birdlife.  We are on a first name with some of the kookaburras who take food from our hands.  Fun!
· One of the pleasures that we enjoyed because of our new home was hosting our field District Superintendents and spouses for a 3-day development retreat.  We spent time together in prayer, fun, relaxation, and training.  It is our goal to form teams that develop leaders.  Our district leadership is a very important part of this effort.  Each of our districts has welcomed us to speak with their leadership teams and their pastors’ and spouses retreats.  We welcome every opportunity to network, resource, and develop the churches and leaders on our field.  We are excited about our second Field Conference that will be held February 16-18 at NTC.  These 3 days will target cross-cultural ministry, organic church planting, and Neighbours Ministry, or reaching those of other faiths.  These training events are the “MEAT” of our ministry.  
· The Asia Pacific Region sponsored a region-wide Missional Leaders Conference in Manila this year involving 28 countries.  We were able to take 25 from our Australia/New Zealand Field for a week of worship, prayer and teaching.  John led a plenary session on the Organic Church, and we both led a workshop on creating intentional spiritual conversations.  If you’d like to see what we were up to, you can do that on the following website: http://asiapacificnazarene.org/missional-leaders-conference  Access to some of the teaching is restricted to registered users because of the sensitive nature and locations of some of our delegates, as I’m sure you’ll understand.
· Our Australia/New Zealand Field hosted General Superintendent Dr. and Mrs. Eugenio Duarte who were able to be on all of our districts this year.  It was delightful to share in a unique service in Adelaide, South Australia, where Dr. Duarte, our first GS elected from an African nation, officiated at the ordination of Stephen Gatthep Riek, a friend and immigrant from Africa.  How beautiful to see their reunion over half a world from where they had once served the church together.  It was a graphic illustration of the international nature of the Church of the Nazarene.    
· New Zealand is entering a period of renewal and growth—and we are grateful!  The people of NZ have planted 12 new house churches and have organized one new church within the last year.  This is the first such growth in over two decades.  Six years ago, fewer than 20 people attended the youth convention, including sponsors.  This past November over 200, most of them under the age of 30, crowded into our largest church building.  The atmosphere was electric.  We are giving ourselves to forming mentoring friendships with the emerging leaders who are so earnest in their love for God and for those who don’t yet know Him.  John will leave next Monday to spend a week in NZ with some of our youth leaders and pastors, providing teaching, encouragement and partnership.  We are a part of a great church, and we are happy to be able to extend  this sense of joined mission these new leaders.
· As you can see, much of our focus is on developing emerging leaders on the ANZ Field.  3rd Wave, a youth leadership training event, was just held in Bangkok, Thailand where John spent 10 days with our youth leadership.  These are young people mostly in their 20’s and early 30’s.  We are encouraged and energized by the quality of these young people.  They are focused on mission.  Among those who attended is Danielle Castlehow, a young woman from Perth, AU.  She has been selected as one of two participants from the Asia Pacific Region who will work together for other world youth in the new Meso-America emphasis, 12:7 Serve.   This website will give you a bit more information:  http://web.nazarene.org/site/PageServer?pagename=JFANG_127_SERVE    The Facebook group is 12:7 Serve  https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/300022740013217/  , if you’d like to join! 
· We got some very important and exciting news last week.  Dave and Gretchen Freeman, friends who helped us so much as Mission Corps volunteers in Budapest, have received their visas and will arrive in Australia February 10.  They are great friends, helpers and partners in ministry.  We can’t wait to have them on board.  Would you please pray for their transition as they pack up and say goodbye to kids, grandkids and church family?

· Some of you have asked about how my mother is doing.  The Department of World Mission generously allowed me to spend several months with her, doing administrative work from my laptop last year while she was in need of care and transition.  She has moved into an assisted living center in San Juan Capistrano, CA, near my sister’s home.  It was difficult to leave the home that she and my dad had built together and to leave her much-loved church family in Apple Valley, but she is doing well.  She has such a positive spirit.  She’s still my hero!  Thank you for your prayers for her.
Well, that’s just about it.  There is much more, but I’ll leave it there.  We are grateful to be here in this part of the world.  While we miss family and friends in the U.S. and Europe, we know that God has led us here for this time.  We appreciate the prayer and partnership of you and others.  This year we look forward to hosting the Southern California District and Boise First Church who are bringing teams to help in mission.  Our prayer is that God is preparing these teams to be purveyors of hope.  While Australia and New Zealand are wonderful and filled with great people, both countries are in need of God’s Spirit.  New Zealand has the highest rate of youth suicide in the world.  What a statistic.  What a place to serve!
We value and depend on your prayers.

With love to each of you,

Vicki and John
