
GLADYS MOSTELLER ENJOYS 98TH BIRTHDAY 

APRIL 13, 2015 

On April 1, Gladys was transported from her home at Callahan Court to fulfill her 
birthday wish to spend time with her husband, Dr. Rev. Earl Mosteller. He has been 
residing at Umpqua Valley Rehabilitation for a few months. 

A small gathering of local relatives and close friends attended a lunch followed by a 
birthday cake to celebrate this special day with Gladys and Earl in a private dining 
room at Umpqua Valley Rehabilitation. 

Gladys was no April fool’s joke when she was born in Oregon City on April 1, 1917, 
to Bertha Mae (Wilkins) Parker and Frank Emery Parker. Gladys grew up in Oregon 
City, along with her siblings and recalls that her first job was as a baby sitter. 

Following high school, Gladys attended Northwest Nazarene College in Nampa, 
Idaho. There, she received a sociology degree and met the man of her dreams. He 
was also a graduate of NNC, but Earl Elwood Mosteller, Jr. hailed from South 
Dakota. Gladys and Earl made their wedding vows to each other on June 12, 1941, 
in Oregon City. 

The couple had three daughters and fulfilled their calling to serve as missionaries 
through the Nazarene Church. The Mostellers shared the gospel of Jesus Christ for 
more than 40 years in Portugal and Brazil. One of their five grandchildren continues 
their mission work at a Coffee House in Portugal. 

Rev. and Mrs. Mosteller retired in May 1990 and resided in Seattle, Wash., until they 
moved to Douglas County in July 2012. 

At 98 years of age, Gladys enjoys some of her favorite things: watching Wheel of 
Fortune, listening to Christian music, sipping a good cup of hot chocolate and 
receiving cards and letters from her husband, who still calls her “my love bug.”



EARL & GLADYS MOSTELLER MARK 74TH ANNIVERSARY 

AUGUST 3, 2015 

Earl and Gladys Mosteller recently commemorated their 74th anniversary. Their 
daughter, Virginia York, who lives in the local area, organized a quiet celebration 
dinner at Callahan Village to honor her parents for their many years of devotion to 
each other and to God. 

Many gifts and cards arrived from those who were unable to be there in person, 
while local family members and a few close friends attended to share memories 
with the Mostellers. The event wrapped up with the Mosteller’s favorite, most 
requested treat: an ice cream cake. 

Gladys Marie Parker met Earl Elwood Mosteller Jr. while she was earning a 
sociology degree from Northwest Nazarene College in Nampa, Idaho. The pair were 
married June 12, 1941, at Oregon City Church of the Nazarene, a week after Earl 
graduated. 

Rev. Dr. Earl and Gladys Mosteller put God first in their lives. Their first pastorate 
position was from 1941 to 1944 at the Nazarene Church in Hemlock, Oregon. From 
here they moved east where they pastored the Nazarene Church of Wareham, 
Massachusetts for one year before setting sail with their first child to begin their 
lives serving as missionaries in a foreign land. 

For 12 years, beginning in 1946, the Mostellers loved, served and ministered to the 
people of Cape Verde. Continuing their call as missionaries, the Mostellers then 
made their home (which now included three daughters) serving the people of Brazil. 
In 1973, they said good-bye to their Brazilian friends and moved to Portugal, where 
they learned the culture and shared the Word of God until 1982. 

Their final foreign mission was to the Azores, where they ministered to the natives. 

In 1990, after more than 40 years of missionary work, the couple retired to Seattle, 
Washington. They moved to Douglas County three years ago, to be closer to one of 
their daughters. 

Earl says of his wife, “Mrs. Gladys has been a fabulous wife and partner. Her 
ministerial gifts, her perception, her capacity for teaching, her help, her work, her 
kind humor and her love have made her more than a missionary.” 

They blow kisses to each other and Gladys says he still calls her his Love Bug. 

The couple has three daughters and five grandchildren. 



EARL MOSTELLER, LIVING IN FAITH, 97 YEARS OLD 

AUGUST 17, 2015 

Earl Mosteller, accompanied by a few family members and close friends, celebrated 
his 97th birthday with a dinner at one of his favorite restaurants. He especially 
enjoys the variety of fresh fruit from the salad bar, and dessert. Three of the servers, 
who knew what their long-time patron liked best of all, presented him with a 
gigantic banana split after dinner. 

Earl was born June 25, 1918, in Pierre, South Dakota. His parents, Mable Elsie 
(Westover) Mosteller and Earl Elwood Mosteller Sr., lived on a farm there and one of 
the first jobs Earl recalls doing was milking cows. 

He grew up and attended Northwest Nazarene College in Nampa, Idaho. There he 
met Gladys Marie Parker and they were married shortly afterward in Oregon City on 
June 12, 1941. 

As a minister, Earl took Gladys with him as he relocated from coast to coast in the 
United States. Well-matched professionally as well as personally, her sociology 
training was invaluable when the couple became missionaries to Cape Verde, Brazil 
and Portugal. They retired from missionary work in 1990, after more than 40 years 
of service. The Mostellers moved to Douglas County three years ago, to be closer 
to Virginia York and her husband, James. Earl and Gladys live at Callahan Village 
and Court in Roseburg. 

A dedicated minister, Earl has earned special recognition and awards on several 
occasions, including a Distinguished Service Award presented two years ago by 
Pastor Guy Cooksey at the Myrtle Creek Nazarene Church. 

A Canadian Nazarene Missions Society has adopted Earl and Gladys as their LINKS 
missionaries, for which he writes stories every two weeks. 

Some very special people have visited Earl in Roseburg, including the following 
missionaries: Harmon and Cindy Schmelzenbach (fourth generation to serve in 
Africa); Carlos Fernandez (serving in South America); and Bob and Colleen Skinner 
(serving in Hungary and Poland). 

Earl’s outings are now limited by health constraints, but he enjoys sharing his faith 
with the residents, caregivers and visitors at Callahan Village. He keeps his mind 
active by reading the Bible and Christian literature, corresponding with friends and 
discussing a wide range of topics with others. And Gladys is still the love of his life. 


